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INTRODUCTION 

Urbanization  is  one  of  the  most  significant  social  and  econo- 
mic aspects  of  modern  American  life.  Vi/ithin  recent  decades  most 
of  our  population  has  become  urban  in  nature,  and  our  economic 
and  social  systems  have  been  geared  to  a  non-rural  society. 

Much  recent  research  concerning  urban  planning  and  develop- 
ment has  been  devoted  to  an  analysis  of  the  large  metropolis. 
There  has  also  been,  hovjever,  a  significant  literature  concerning 
the  small  urban  place.  Small  towns  and  villages  undergoing  change 
are  located  in  both  rural  and  suburban  areas.  Many  variations  in 
small -tovm  structure  can  be  traced  directly  to  changing  technology. 
With  the  development  of  rapid  transportation  and  communication 
facilities,  central  functions  offered  traditionally  by  small  towns 
are  being  fulfilled  by  larger  \irban  places.  This  shift  in  the 
location  and  structure  of  fiinctional  order  has  resiilted  in  large 
proportion  of  small  rural  towns  declining  in  population  and  econo- 
mic complexity,  either  in  absolute  or  in  relative  terms.  At  the 
same  time,  small  suburban  towns  have  increased  rapidly  in  popula- 
tion. They,  too,  have  undergone  changes  in  functional  structure. 
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Kany  small  rural  towns  developed  as  "Central  Places".  That 
is,  they  functioned  to  provide  an  outlet  for  goods  and  services 
required  by  the  surrounding  rural  pop\ilation.  Iriproved  transporta- 
tion facilities  have  enabled  rural  residents  to  travel  to  larger 
urban  places  for  the  purchase  of  many  items,  resulting  not  only  in 
a  decrease  in  the  number  of  required  central  functions  but  also  in 
3  decline  of  the  town  population  engaged  in  the  offering  of  those 
goods  and  services. 

Most  small  towns  located  near  a  metropolis  have  developed 
into  suburban  industrial  centers  or  into  residential  communities. 
The  small  subxirban  industrial  towns  may  continue  to  fiinction  as 
central  places.  That  is,  they  may  provide  goods  and  services  to 
a  growing  population  employed  in  local-  industrial  activity.  How- 
ever, the  offering  of  shopping  goods  in  those  towns  will  probably 
not  be  as  extensive  as  the  offering  of  the  same  goods  in  rural 
towns  of  comparable  size.  The  reason  for  this  phenomenon  is  that 
residents  of  the  suburban  industidal  toi-ms  will  travel  to  the 
nearby  city  for  the  pTirchase  of  many  goods.  Frequent  shopping 
trips  to  the  metropolis  may  be  advantageous  for  the  consumer  be- 
cause of  price  advantages,  greater  selection  of  similar  items,  and 
because  of  multiple-item  purchasing. 

Suburban  towns  which  develop  into  residential  communities  may 
not  be  classified  as  central  places  because  of  a  deficiency  of 
central  functions  with  respect  to  population.  Within  these  commun- 
ities, residents  who  are  employed  in  the  metropolis  purchase  most 
of  their  shopping  goods  in  the  central  city.  Functions  which 
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predominate  in  suburban  residential  coiratiunities  usually  offer  ser- 
vices or  convenience  goods  such  as  dry  cleaning,   beauty  shops, 
gasoline,   and  food  items  requiring  frequent  purchase. 

This  selected  bibliography  contains  references  to  articles  and 
books  which  are  concerned  Td.th  the  location  of  urban  places  and 
functions,  viith  the  changing  pattern  of  population  distribution, 
and  with  the  market  structure  of  small  tovms  which  are  part  of  the 
dynamic  urban  realm.     Although  eirphasizing  the  spatial,   or  geogra- 
phic,  aspects  of  small-tovm  change,  the  volume  contains  references 
to  extensive  research  reported  by  scholars  in  many  academic  discip- 
lines.    Certainly,  this  bibliography  does  not  contain  reference  to 
all  works  pertaining  to  the  topic,  but  the  materials  which  are 
included  represent  many  of  the  current  and  older  publications  which 
may  be  used  for  a  more  thorough  understanding  of  the  problem  and  as 
a  guide  for  further  research.     Several  works  are  also  included  which 
do  not  pertain  specifically  to  small  towns j   they  discuss  methods  of 
analysis  which  may  be  used  in  the  investigation  of  small-toim  data. 
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